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“Rescue at Sea”      Text – Romans 5:12-21   CoD Head 1 Article 1     OT Reading – Genesis 3:1-21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I want you to imagine that Br. ____________ is out fishing in Lyttleton harbour in a boat.  
He has his feet up and he has a nice cool drink in one hand and his fishing rod in the other.  
But all of a sudden, he hears voices.  And as he strains to hear them, he hears that they are cries for help.  So, he looks to see where the voices are coming from and he notices several people in the water and an upturned dinghy floating away from them.  And so, he pilots his boat over to them to find seven people splashing about in the cold water.  And it is obvious that if they are not rescued, they will drown.  
Now, Br. ____________ has a nice big boat and there is plenty of room on board.  
So, what would you think of Br. _____________ if he chose to rescue three of them but to leave the other four in the water?  
You would think that he was rather cruel and unfair, wouldn’t you?  
You would accuse him, rightly, of acting in an arbitrary or random way, wouldn’t you?  
Well, if you take that response and apply it to salvation, you have the key complaint of many Christians.  
They say that the idea that God looks down on man and chooses only to save some is just as unfair and cruel.  
And I cannot emphasize enough how significant this matter is to the whole of Arminian theology.  
In fact, let me give you a quote from Dave Hunt, who has written a number of books against Reformed theology.  He says, “How could God, who is love, damn billions He could save? … Something is radically amiss at the very foundation of this unbiblical doctrine.” 
Now, we are not at the point where we will consider what God has actually done.  We will leave for a future date who God saves, why He saves them, and how he saves them.  Today our focus is on what God could have done.  
But first we need to take a step back and kind of look down on the two sides of this argument.  
You see, our Arminian friends believe that their view has a wonderful advantage.  
If salvation is about man’s choice to be saved, then God’s character as a God of love and righteousness and fairness is preserved.  No one can accuse God of being unfair or unloving.  
But, they say, if God is the one who chooses those who are saved and He only chooses some, well then He is the worst bully that ever there was.  
He is like the big boy in the school yard who chooses those he wants in his gang and tells the rest to get lost.  He is a horrible tyrant.  
And you can see the logic and appeal of this argument.  
Another way of putting it is this: To say that God sovereignly chooses just some to salvation would be unjust, which is impossible, because God is just.  Therefore, this view must be wrong.
And so, it follows then, that the very first thing that needs to happen, by way of answering this argument, is to demonstrate or maintain that God is just; that He is not a horrible tyrant; that the Bible’s teaching that God chooses to save just some men and women is entirely in keeping with His character as a God of love and righteousness.
So this is precisely where Article 1 of the CoD begins.  If we were to give it a title, that title could well be – God is just.  After all, consider what He could have done.
And to see this, we turn our attention to Romans 5.  But as w do that, it will help us all to return, for a moment, to Br. _______________ and his rescue of some who were drowning.  And this is where it gets a little unfair on Br. ________________ because we will see him now as an illustration of God.
You see, the problem with viewing the scenario that opened this sermon alongside salvation is that those splashing about in the water are innocent – they don’t deserve to drown.  
And it is that fact that would make Br. _____________ choice to just rescue some, unfair.  
However, if, for whatever reason, they do deserve to drown, well that changes everything, doesn’t it.  
· Then the question becomes, why did Br. ______________ rescue those he rescued?  
· Our focus then would not be on those who got what they deserved.  Our focus now would be on those who got what they did not deserve.  
· Our focus would be on how they will respond to being rescued despite deserving drowning.  
· But above everything else, our view of Br. _____________ would be completely different than it was when we assumed that those in the water were all innocent.  He would no longer be a horrible tyrant but a man of astonishing love.
So already, you see what the focus of this sermon will be – the salvation of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
· And I trust that this will just be the first in a whole series of sermons that allow us to explore the saving work of Jesus in all of its richness and power and astonishing grace!  
· I trust that we will all see something of how undeserving we are of the saving love of God in Christ our Lord.  
· And I trust that our love for Him will be enhanced as a result.
Ok then, as we approach Romans 5, we will do so under two headings.  First, we will consider covenant curse, and then covenant blessing.  
1. And already, in those two headings, you have a key to understanding the heart of what is in view here – covenant.   If what the Canons says is true, it will be because the Bible reveals that God works through covenant and who His covenant has in view.
a. And if you recall our earlier reading in Romans, what Paul says there goes all the way back to Adam and the Fall.  He talks about sin and death reigning since Adam.  So, we must begin at the beginning and go all the way back to the Garden of Eden.  
i. And you will recall from Genesis 1 that God made Adam and Eve, male and female He created them, in His image.  Right?  Ok.  So, having created them, what was the first thing He said to them?  “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth.”  
A. In other words, already, right at the start, God spoke to A&E as parents or at least as potential parents.  
B. So, as God speaks to them, future generations are in view.  
ii. Now, in Genesis 2, before Eve is formed from Adam, God gave Adam a command.  And that command was “you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it, you shall surely die.”
A. Now, although God says this only to Adam, we know that Adam told Eve about the command because she knew of it when the serpent came to tempt her.  
B. And if children had been born to them before the serpent came, we can be sure Adam and Eve would have told them.  
C. God’s covenant command would have applied to everyone.  
iii. So, on the basis of just these two chapters, there is already enough information to say God enters into a covenant relationship with Adam and Eve.  He will be their God, and they will be His people.  He will bless and provide for them, and the condition of His blessing is their obedience.  If they disobey, this covenant will be interrupted.  
A. But there is also enough to demonstrate that God’s covenant has more than just Adam and Eve in view.  
1) As I said earlier, He created them and addressed them as potential parents.  
2) In addition, Adam’s name means ‘man.’  And so, his very name suggests that he is a prototype if you will, a symbol, a representative, the first of many.  And Eve’s Hebrew name, not the name Adam would later call her, Eve, but the name by which she was introduced to Adam, woman, is simply the feminine version of Adam’s name.  So she too is a prototype or the first of many.  
3) And then, in chapter 3, after they had sinned, did God curse just them?  No, as we read earlier, the curse fell also on the woman’s offspring.
iv. But of course, to these early chapters of Genesis, we may add the rest of the Bible.  
A. Turn with me please, for a moment, to Hosea 6:7.  
1) There, speaking about the disobedience of the people of Israel, Hosea says, “Like Adam, they have broken the covenant-- they were unfaithful to me there.”  
a) Now, because of translation issues, the verse could read “At Adam,” as in a place called Adam, or “like men,” which is what the Hebrew word, Adam, means.  But most English versions have it as “Like Adam,” which would mean covenant is not something we imply from the Bible but something made quite explicit here in Hosea.  
B. But in addition to that verse, how does God consistently deal with those He gives promises to?  Is it just with an individual or with him, his wife, and future generations?  
1) Think of Abraham in Genesis 17:7, “I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.”  
2) Think of how often you hear this refrain throughout the OT “with you and your descendants after you.”  
3) Think of Peter’s words in Acts 2, “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off.”  
a) God always deals with His people by way of covenant promises and in a way that includes future generations.  
b) Thus, what God says to those who hear His words, goes for them and those that will come from them.  
C. But if we return to our text in Romans 5, we see more evidence of the fact that God lived with Adam in a covenant relationship that included all of mankind.  
1) In v12, we are told that “sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin.”  
2) But note the next words, “And in this way death came to all men.”  
a) Now, if the verse stopped there, these words could mean that because of Adam’s sin, it was possible that all those born after Adam might sin also – as in, Adam introduced sin as a kind of infectious disease that everyone could catch.  
i) And this is how our Arminian friends understand these verses in relation to how sin works.
b) But look at the next words, “death came to all men, because all sinned.”  
i) And the Greek word, translated as ‘sinned,’ is in a tense that indicates action at a single moment in the past.  
ii) Paul is not saying that death comes to all because they will sin later when they are born, but because in Adam, by biological connection, and with Adam, as the one who represents all mankind in this covenant, all sinned, then.  
A) You and I sinned with Adam in the Garden.  We too are guilty of that sin.
c) And you see the same idea in v15, “the many died by the trespass of one man.”  
i) We have shared guilt because Adam sinned as our representative head.  
A) Its similar to if PM John Key was to declare NZ to be at war with Australia.  If he did, you and I would be at war with Australia because he represents us.  When he makes that statement, you and I, in effect, are standing beside him saying the same words.
ii) So, because of our covenant connection with Adam, what he did, we did, and what he became guilty of, we become guilty of.  
A) v18 says the same, “The result of one trespass was condemnation for all men.”  
d) And for any who wonder if we are making a bit much from a few verses n Romans, 1 Cor. 1:21 says, “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  
i) And the second half of that verse points to the pay off of what we are currently considering, which Romans 5 also speaks of.  Our covenant link with Adam is necessary for us to have a covenant link with Jesus!  But we will get there soon.
b. First though, let’s tie all we have seen thus far, together.  Are you following along?  Clear so far?  Alright then.  
i. What this means is that in the Garden, God entered into covenant with Adam and Eve and all humanity.  In the Garden, you and I were in view when God spoke.  
A. And because we share Adam’s guilt at the Fall, since “we all sinned,” it means we also share his innocence before the Fall.  
1) If we have this covenant connection with Adam, it means that we too really were in view when God looked down on all of creation at the end of the sixth day and described it as?  “Very good.”  
2) It means that every human being shared in that original sinless state.  
B. And so, because of our covenant link with Adam, when he rejected God’s covenant love, we rejected God’s covenant love.  When he chose the path of disobedience, we chose the path of disobedience.  With him, we became those who deserve what God said would happen if the fruit of the tree was eaten – death.  

c. And this brings us all the way back to where we started; all the way back to the boat in Lyttleton harbour.  
i. Our Arminian brothers and sisters reject any concept of our shared guilt in Adam’s sin.  And so, they view the seven in the water, mankind, as innocent.  

A. Thus, God would be unjust not to rescue them all or at least offer to rescue them all.
ii. But I trust you will agree, from what we have looked at together, that the seven in the water, mankind, are far from innocent.  
A. We are rescuer haters.  We are rescuer rejectors.  
B. We are swimming away from the boat, screaming out abuse at the rescuer the whole time.  
C. And what’s more, we actually began the day in the safety of the rescuer’s boat.  And there we were told that so long as we remained there, all would be well.  And we were warned that if we got out of the boat, we would surely die. 

D. But we chose to throw a rotting dinghy over the side and to climb into that.  
E. And as if that was not enough, when the rescuer gave us the promise of security on His boat, He knew we would jump out.  And He knew that for there to be rescue, He would have to slaughter His only Son, first.  
So now, people of God, look again at this rescue scene.  
Look at what God has done.  Look at what it has cost God.  
Look at how just God would be to leave us all to drown.  Its what we want!
But that’s not the end of the story!  Just as there is covenant curse, so there is also covenant blessing!  
1. I trust you can see, people of God, that when we understand what God could have done, any thought of accusing God of being unjust for saving some disappears.  
a. As Article 1 of the Canons puts it, God would have done no one an injustice if it had been his will to leave the whole human race in sin and under the curse, and to condemn it on account of its sin.”  
i. The only question that is worth considering is why would He save any?  
A. But that we shall return to on a later date.  
2. What is clear though, from Romans 5, is that just as covenant is the link between all mankind and Adam, so covenant is the link between those God chose to rescue and Jesus.  
a. And while we will have to see why it is that the “all” used on this side of the covenant equation does not mean every single man, woman, and child, what is clear is that the salvation of those in view here is by virtue of their covenant link with Jesus.  
i. They benefit from what He did; they share in what He did; they inherit what He earned.  
b. Romans 5:15 says, “But the gift is not like the trespass.  For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! …  18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.”  
c. And to see a picture of this at work, please turn with me again to Genesis 3 as we close.  
i. From v15, what is clear as God speaks to the serpent is that two types of people would come from Eve – the offspring of the serpent and her offspring.  
ii. And one of her offspring would crush the head of the serpent.  
A. This is the first gospel promise of Jesus.  This is God’s covenant of grace.  
1) Here God reveals that those who live with Him in covenant relationship are those who look to Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins.  
iii. And just look at how Adam responded, having heard God reveal the consequences of their sin and His covenant of grace: v20, “He named his wife, Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.”  
A. Adam had been told that if he sinned, He would surely die.
B. But Adam is not dead.  Instead, God has sought Adam and given him a promise of life.
C. And so, by faith, Adam takes hold of the promise that salvation would come from one of his wife’s offspring.  
1) He looked, immediately, by faith, to the coming of Jesus Christ – the promise of God’s covenant; the one in whom his salvation rested.
d. And here is the enormous difference between God’s first covenant with Adam and the second: the first covenant could be interrupted by Adam’s disobedience.  But this one, because it has Jesus at its heart, cannot!  This one, because it is a covenant of God’s grace in Jesus Christ, is secure!
So, should we be standing here today accusing God of being unjust?  No.  
· Instead, we have every reason to stand in awe at God’s astonishing grace.  
· We have every reason to be thankful.  
· We have every reason to live a life of love and wonder that He has rescued an undeserving, drowning worm such as you and me.  
Our response should be, I know what I deserve.  Praise God for His grace to me in Jesus Christ!  Amen.  

